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Schools for Sustainable Futures Application FormThis is year-long pilot programme beginning in September 2026 and ending in 2027. Schools develop a manageable project which embeds climate change, nature and sustainability education into the school curriculum. This could range from small-scale (e.g. a sequence of lessons in one or two subjects) to larger projects involving the whole school. The scale of the project is less important than the quality.  Projects must be manageable within the timescale and not place undue pressure on the staff involved. Schools will receive free bespoke support from UCL and join a community of schools also working to embed climate change, nature and sustainability into their curriculum. 



You can find more detailed information in the accompanying guidance document. For ease, we have included the selection criteria for applications below.a. The project responds to the school’s context and needs.
How is it particularly suited to your school or local community?
b. The project embeds climate change, nature and/or sustainability in creative ways.
What aspects does it address? How does it introduce something new or build on existing work? How will it be sustained beyond the first year? 
c. The project benefits staff and students.
What are the benefits for staff, students and potentially the wider community? How do these align with UCL’s Outcomes for Young People? (Projects can be small-scale; originality and feasibility are key.)
d. The project is ambitious but realistic.
How many staff and students will be involved, and what is the expected time commitment? (Projects may range from small-scale to whole-school. Ambition may relate to depth rather than scale, with potential for future expansion.)
e. The Project Lead is well supported.
Who will be in the steering group and what are their roles? Could students or governors be involved? Has the Headteacher agreed to the school’s involvement?as
f. There is a commitment to integrating Teaching for Sustainable Futures into the school’s professional development
What approach could be most effective over a two-year period? 


Note that we are not looking for detailed responses at this stage. The focus of the project can change following further discussions in school and with the UCL mentor in the autumn term.
Applications must be submitted by Monday 13 July to climateeducation@ucl.ac.uk

 Name of school


Name and email address of Project Lead


Brief outline of a potential project (max 400 words)
Note that we only expect a broad outline at this stage. This plan can be amended, developed and refined in the autumn with help for the UCL mentor. 



Rationale for the project (max 400 words)
This is a chance for you to explain why the project is suitable for your school. 


Which members of staff and students would be involved in the project, including as part of a small steering group?
We want to avoid all the work of the project falling on a single individual, hence the requirement for a steering group of at least two people.




How could the Teaching for Sustainable Futures online programme be introduced as part of the school’s CPD programme over the next two years? (www.climateeducation.org.uk
We understand that schools’ CPD programmes may be planned a year in advance, which is why the answer to this question may span two years. Schools increasingly plan for different types of CPD (whole school, twilights, self-directed etc) so do consider the full range of options here. There is no requirement for a detailed plan at this stage, just a commitment that the school will seriously consider how to embed the programme over time.



Name and email address of headteacher
By confirming these details, the headteacher agrees to release the Project Lead and at least one other member of staff for two days across the year (one day in the autumn and one in the summer).
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